
RESOLUTION NUMBER 75 

HONORING ROBIN FEDER 

 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of this Board of Aldermen that after fifty years of dedicated service to 

CID – Central Institute for the Deaf.  Robin Feder transitioned to her Executive Director Emeritus role on June 

7, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, Robin Feder is a native daughter of St. Louis and a graduate of Washington University in St. 

Louis, where she received her master’s degree in Deaf Education in 1975; and  

WHEREAS, Robin Feder began her career at Central Institute for the Deaf, serving first as a volunteer, then as 

a teacher, then the Director of Development and, ultimately, as Executive Director, where she served in this 

capacity until 2021 – serving a total of 50 years at CID; and 

WHEREAS, Central Institute for the Deaf has been a part of the St. Louis City community since 1914, when 

Dr. Max Aaron Goldstein MD, a renowned St. Louis ear, nose and throat physician, set out to teach deaf 

children to talk.  Dr. Goldstein devoted two rooms of his St. Louis City medical office to educating deaf 

children and training teachers of the Deaf.  In 1916, the first Central institute for the Deaf school was completed 

in St. Louis City and, in 1929, expanded to include laboratories, school classrooms and dormitories.  In 1931, 

Central institute for the Deaf affiliated with Washington University of St. Louis to become the country’s first 

deaf education degree-granting program.  In 1947, a new degree – audiology – was established at Washington 

University, due in large part to scientists from Central institute for the Deaf; and 

WHEREAS, in 2000, Robin Feder was instrumental in completing a new campus for Central institute for the 

Deaf, including state-of-the-art facilities to design a “quiet school”, built for children learning speech and 

spoken language, and state-of-the-art research laboratories.  In 2003, Robin Feder was also instrumental in 

establishing an agreement with Washington University of St. Louis, its School of Medicine and Department of 

Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, in which Washington University School of Medicine assumed 

ownership and governance of certain programs offered by CID, creating “CID at Washington University School 

of Medicine”, while the school and professional development programs continued separately and financially 

independent from Washington University; and  

WHEREAS, as CID’s first director of development and public information, Robin Feder created the first CID 

ultimate picnic gala, later rebranded “CID OUT LOUD”.  Robin Feder is also the first female Executive 

Director of Central Institute for the Deaf, assuming the role in 2003.  CID’s Joanne Parrish Knight Family 

Center; Anabeth and John Weil Early Childhood Center; Virginia J. Browning Primary School; Martha E. Jones 

Pediatric Audiology Center, and Emerson Center for Professional Development owe their existence to Robin 

Feder’s work and talent for helping generous donors leaving a lasting legacy for deaf children in the St. Louis 

community and to maintain Central Institute for the Deaf as a leader of education and innovation in St. Louis 

City.  In 2014, Robin Feder led Central institute for the Propelling CID into an era of virtual teacher training not 

only within the United States, but throughout the world; and 

WHEREAS, Robin Feder has also been an active member in work for legislation for the deaf community, 

including newborn hearing screening, as well as in her community, within both St. Louis City and St. Louis 

County.  Robin Feder is a member of the National Association of Fundraising Professionals and is a Certified 

Fundraising Executive (CFRE).  In 2019, she earned a Business Management for Nonprofit Leaders certificate 

from Washington University in St. Louis Olin Business School in partnership with the United Way of Greater 

St. Louis, the Brown School of Social Work, the Social Venture Partners of the Regional Business Council and 

Citi.  In 2017, she received a Ladue High School Local Hero Award. 



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Alderman of the City of St. Louis pause in our 

deliberations to express our gratitude to Robin Feder for her dedication and service to the City of St. Louis and 

to the local, national and global deaf community, to congratulate her and wish her much happiness and peace on 

her retirement. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes 

of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to our honoree at 

a time and place deemed appropriate by our sponsor. 

Introduced this 30th day of August, 2021 by: 

The Honorable Tina Pihl, Alderwoman 17th Ward 

The Honorable Dan Guenther, Alderman 9th Ward  

 

Adopted this 30th day of August, 2021 as attested by:  

 

 

 
   

Terry Kennedy  Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen President, Board of Aldermen 

 


